
 

Second Weekend of Easter 
April 11, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. 
April 12, 2026 at 8:15 a.m. 

First Lutheran Church 
Decorah, IA

“Peace be with you.” John 20:19



Whatever your country of origin or ancestry, your race or ethnic heritage, 
and whether you are religious or not, Christian or not, or Lutheran or not, 
you are welcome here. 

Whether you are male, female or transgender, young or old, straight, 
gay, lesbian or bisexual, you are welcome here. 

Whether you are single or partnered, married, widowed or divorced, you 
are welcome here. 

Whether you are wealthy or poor, own a home or rent, live at home or 
are homeless, you are welcome here. 

Whatever your political views - whether to the right, to the left or to the 
center, you are welcome here. 

Whatever your strengths or weaknesses, gifts or challenges, they will be 
honored, for you are welcome here. 

First Lutheran Church is committed to being a loving and welcoming 
community centered in the Good News of Jesus Christ. In faithfulness to 
the Christian Gospel, in reflection of our Lutheran emphasis on grace, 
and in celebration of our shared baptismal journey, we promise to enter 
into ministry with all who seek God here. 

We invite you to join us for worship and take up your place with us in 
ministry for you are welcome at First Lutheran Church. 

NOTES ABOUT WORSHIP: 
This bulletin contains the prayers, readings, some music, and responses 
that you will need to participate in worship. 

Hymnals can be found in the pews for most congregational songs. We 
use both the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) and purple All 
Creation Sings (ACS) hymnals. 

The communion meal is open to all who desire to participate, of any 
age. Gluten-free wafers and juice are available. Individual communion 
kits are also available as you enter the worship space for those who wish 
to remain in the pews.  

Children are welcome at all of our worship services. A play area, where 
you’ll also find quiet bags, is available for families in sanctuary. Feel free 
to nurse or feed your child in the sanctuary. We also have a staffed 
nursery during Sunday worship. Ask an usher for directions or follow the 
signs out the door at the northeast corner of the sanctuary. 

Are you visiting? We invite you to fill out a yellow connection card found 
in your pew. Please also introduce yourself to Pr. Mike and Pr. David on 
your way out! Consider yourself welcome and invited to participate in the 
activities and worship life of this congregation! 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

5:00 p.m. - Now the Green Blade Rises - French carol/Mark Hayes 
8:15 a.m. - Luther College Cathedral Choir: 
	 Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel (arr. Moses Hogan) 
	 Hope Lingers On (Andrea Ramsey) 
	 I Believe this is Jesus (Undine Smith Moore) 
  
Everyone is invited to share their prayer requests on the yellow cards 
found in the pews. If you are new to worship, please also include your 
contact information. 

8:15 a.m. only - ELW 379 Now the Green Blade Rises 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to 
come. You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters 
of creation:morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you 
for the waters that nourish us in the Upper Iowa River Watershed. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on 
our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and 
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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PRELUDE  

WELCOME 

*GATHERING HYMN 

*THANKSGIVING FOR 
BAPTISM 

* Please rise in body or spirit.
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*HYMN OF PRAISE 

* Please rise in body or spirit.



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

After we pause to breathe and for personal prayer, the presiding minister 
will pray.
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and 
the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have 
faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song.  
  

Sunday only 

8:15 a.m. only - Luther College Cathedral Choir: Sicut Cervus  
	 (Palestrina - a setting of Psalm 42) 

1 Peter 1:3-9 
This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships 
and suffering because of their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing 
God for the living hope we have through Christ’s resurrection even amid 
difficult circumstances and surroundings. 

  3 Praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is so good, 
and by raising Jesus from death, he has given us new life and a 
hope that lives on. 4 God has something stored up for you in 
heaven, where it will never decay or be ruined or disappear. 
5 Through God's faithfulness, God will protect you until the last 
day. Then he will save you, just as he has always planned to do. 6 
On that day you will be glad, even if you have to go through many 
hard trials for a while. 7 Your faith will be like gold that has been 
tested in a fire. And these trials will prove that your faith is worth 
much more than gold that can be destroyed. They will show that 
you will be given praise and honor and glory when Jesus Christ 
returns. 
  8 Although you’ve never seen him, you love him. Even though you 
don’t see him now, you trust him and so rejoice with a glorious joy 
that is too much for words. 9 You are receiving the goal of your 
faith: your salvation. 

Word of God, word of Life. 
Thanks be to God.  
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*GREETING 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

MUSICAL OFFERING 

FIRST READING 

* Please rise in body or spirit.



The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

John 20:19-31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a 
commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is 
missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord. 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 
the doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 
  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, 
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the 
nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to 
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples 
that are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that 
you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

*GOSPEL 

* Please rise in body or spirit.



Pr. Mike Wilker 

ELW 635 We Walk by Faith 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem 
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
  

A brief silence. 

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
   

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim 
the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our risen Savior. 
Amen. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Prayers, announcements, and updates can be found in the weekly 
AfterWord. To view the AfterWord or to subscribe online, visit 
firstlutherandecorah.org/afterword or scan the QR code. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 
  

5:00 p.m. - Hymn of Promise - Natalie Sleeth/John Carter 
8:15 a.m. -  Luther College Cathedral Choir: Ngothando  
	 (arr. Mbuso Ndlovu) 

Give online at firstlutherandecorah.org/give, text "GIVE" to (563) 
412-2243, or scan the QR code. 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in 
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and 
respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

7

SERMON 

*HYMN OF THE DAY 

*PRAYERS OF 
INTERCESSION  

*PEACE 

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERING 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

* Please rise in body or spirit.

http://firstlutherandecorah.org/afterword
http://firstlutherandecorah.org/give


The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

* Please rise in body or spirit.



Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the 
sea; within each cell; with every breath. We praise you, O God. 
We praise you, O God. 

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night 
and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We 
bless you, O God. 
We bless you, O God. 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with 
us now. We thank you, O God. 
We thank you, O God. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the 
end, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this 
meal; among your people; throughout the world. 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ 
Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 
Amen. 

Make us bold, merciful God, to pray as Jesus taught. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will  be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our  sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen.  
      
We believe Jesus Christ is present when we share this meal. Here God 
nourishes our faith, forgives our sin, and calls us to share God’s love. 
Adults and children of any age are welcome to receive communion.  
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE 
TABLE WITH WORDS 

OF INSTITUTION 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

*INVITATION TO 
COMMUNION  

* Please rise in body or spirit.



5:00 p.m. - Jon Thompson 
8:15 a.m. - Luther College Cathedral Choir: When We Love (Elaine  
	 Hagenberg) & ELW 646 The Peace of the Lord 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to 
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to 
the nations. In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in love to serve. 

The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD's face shine on you 
with grace and mercy. The LORD look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. 
Amen. 

ELW 376 Thine Is the Glory 

Go in peace. 
Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

5:00 p.m. - Come, Thou Almighty King - Felice de Giardini/Mark  
	 Hayes 
8:15 a.m. - Luther College Cathedral Choir: Come On Children,  
	 Let's Sing (Linda Twine) 
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COMMUNION MUSIC 

	  

*PRAYER AFTER 
COMMUNION 

*MILESTONE BLESSING: 
RETIREMENT OR JOB 

CHANGE 

*BLESSING 

*SENDING HYMN 

*DISMISSAL 

POSTLUDE

* Please rise in body or spirit.
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5:00 P.M. WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS: 
Pr. Mike Wilker, preaching & presiding minister 
Sue Ellingsen, reader 
Melissa O’Rourke, communion assistant 
Jon Thompson, worship welcome team & musical offering 
Mike Ellingsen, piano 

8:15 A.M. WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS: 
Pr. Mike Wilker, preaching minister 
Pr. David Severtson, presiding minister 
Seth Semmler, assisting minister  
Lindy Borske-Hubbard, reader & communion assistant 
Luther College Cathedral Choir 
Mark Potvin 
Alex Meszler, organ 
Jake Nimrod, stream team 
Clarence Nimrod, stream team 
Kara Franke, nursery 
Elliott Christen, worship welcome team 
Paul Nichols, worship welcome team 
Bill & Kelli Courtney, worship welcome team 


