
 

Fifth Weekend of Easter 
May 2, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. 
May 3, 2026 at 8:15 a.m. 

First Lutheran Church 
Decorah, IA

"In my Father's house there are many dwelling places” John 14:2 



Whatever your country of origin or ancestry, your race or ethnic heritage, 
and whether you are religious or not, Christian or not, or Lutheran or not, 
you are welcome here. 

Whether you are male, female or transgender, young or old, straight, 
gay, lesbian or bisexual, you are welcome here. 

Whether you are single or partnered, married, widowed or divorced, you 
are welcome here. 

Whether you are wealthy or poor, own a home or rent, live at home or 
are homeless, you are welcome here. 

Whatever your political views - whether to the right, to the left or to the 
center, you are welcome here. 

Whatever your strengths or weaknesses, gifts or challenges, they will be 
honored, for you are welcome here. 

First Lutheran Church is committed to being a loving and welcoming 
community centered in the Good News of Jesus Christ. In faithfulness to 
the Christian Gospel, in reflection of our Lutheran emphasis on grace, 
and in celebration of our shared baptismal journey, we promise to enter 
into ministry with all who seek God here. 

We invite you to join us for worship and take up your place with us in 
ministry for you are welcome at First Lutheran Church. 

NOTES ABOUT WORSHIP: 
This bulletin contains the prayers, readings, some music, and responses 
that you will need to participate in worship. 

Hymnals can be found in the pews for most congregational songs. We 
use both the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) and purple All 
Creation Sings (ACS) hymnals. 

The communion meal is open to all who desire to participate, of any 
age. Gluten-free wafers and juice are available. Individual communion 
kits are also available as you enter the worship space for those who wish 
to remain in the pews.  

Children are welcome at all of our worship services. A play area, where 
you’ll also find quiet bags, is available for families in sanctuary. Feel free 
to nurse or feed your child in the sanctuary. We also have a staffed 
nursery during Sunday worship. Ask an usher for directions or follow the 
signs out the door at the northeast corner of the sanctuary. 

Are you visiting? We invite you to fill out a yellow connection card found 
in your pew. Please also introduce yourself to Pr. Mike and Pr. David on 
your way out! Consider yourself welcome and invited to participate in the 
activities and worship life of this congregation! 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

5:00 p.m. - Variations on “Foundation” - Joseph Funk/Joseph  
	 Martin 
8:15 a.m. - Two Magnificat Fugues - Johann Pachelbel  
	 (1653-1706)  
  
Everyone is invited to share their prayer requests on the yellow cards 
found in the pews. If you are new to worship, please also include your 
contact information. 

8:15 a.m. only - ELW 645 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to 
come. You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters 
of creation:morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you 
for the waters that nourish us in the Upper Iowa River Watershed. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on 
our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and 
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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PRELUDE  

WELCOME 

*GATHERING HYMN 

*THANKSGIVING FOR 
BAPTISM 

* Please rise in body or spirit.
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*HYMN OF PRAISE 

* Please rise in body or spirit.



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

After we pause to breathe and for personal prayer, the presiding minister 
will pray.
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the 
life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his 
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song.  
  

Sunday only 

Psalm 119:25-32 

 25 My soul cleaves to the dust; 
  give me life according to your word. 
 26 I have recounted my ways, and you answered me; 
  instruct me in your statutes. 
 27 Make me understand the way of your commandments, 
  that I may meditate on your marvelous works. 
 28 My soul melts away from sorrow; 
  sustain me according to your word. 
 29 Take from me the way of lying; 
  let me find grace through your teaching. 
 30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness; 
  I have set your judgments before me. 
 31 I hold fast to your decrees; 
  O Lord, do not put me to shame. 
 32 I will run the way of your commandments, 
  for you increase my heart's capacity. 

5

*GREETING 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

PSALM 

* Please rise in body or spirit.



1 Peter 2:2-10 
Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our 
lives. We are God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and 
declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it 
you may grow into salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the 
Lord is good. 
  4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet 
chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let 
yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, 
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6 For it stands in scripture:  
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not 
believe,  
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and  
 “A stone that makes them stumble 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 
destined to do. 
  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence 
of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 10 Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 

Word of God, word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
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READING 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

* Please rise in body or spirit.



The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

John 14:1-7 
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his 
disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go 
before them and act on their behalf. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are 
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I 
go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 
am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place 
where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 
where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to 
him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my 
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Pr. David Severtson 

ELW 808 Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem 
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
  

A brief silence. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
   

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim 
the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our risen Savior. Amen. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Prayers, announcements, and updates can be found in the weekly 
AfterWord. To view the AfterWord or to subscribe online, visit 
firstlutherandecorah.org/afterword or scan the QR code. 
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*GOSPEL 

SERMON 

*HYMN OF THE DAY 

*PRAYERS OF 
INTERCESSION  

*PEACE 

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

* Please rise in body or spirit.

http://firstlutherandecorah.org/afterword


MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Christ. 
  

5:00 p.m. - The Call - Ralph Vaughan Williams 
8:15 a.m. - First Lutheran Adult Choir: Blessed Assurance, arr.  
	 Mark Hayes 

Give online at firstlutherandecorah.org/give, text "GIVE" to (563) 
412-2243, or scan the QR code. 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in 
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and 
respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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OFFERING 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

* Please rise in body or spirit.

http://firstlutherandecorah.org/give


Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the 
sea; within each cell; with every breath. We praise you, O God. 
We praise you, O God. 

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night 
and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We 
bless you, O God. We bless you, O God. 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with 
us now. We thank you, O God. We thank you, O God. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the 
end, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this 
meal; among your people; throughout the world. 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ 
Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen. 

Make us bold, merciful God, to pray as Jesus taught. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will  be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our  sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen.  
      
We believe Jesus Christ is present when we share this meal. Here God 
nourishes our faith, forgives our sin, and calls us to share God’s love. 
Adults and children of any age are welcome to receive communion.  
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE 
TABLE WITH WORDS 

OF INSTITUTION 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

*INVITATION TO 
COMMUNION  

* Please rise in body or spirit.



5:00 p.m. - Beneath the Cross of Jesus - Frederick Maker/Mark  
	 Hayes 
8:15 a.m. - TFF 98 Open Our Eyes, Lord (see below) & 
	 ELW 482 I Come with Joy 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to 
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to 
the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in love to serve. 

The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD's face shine on you 
with grace and mercy. The LORD look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. Amen. 

ELW 389 Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

5:00 p.m. - The Solid Rock - William Bradbury/Mark Hayes 
8:15 a.m. - Flourish - Carson Cooman (b. 1982) 
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COMMUNION MUSIC 

*PRAYER AFTER 
COMMUNION 

*BLESSING 

*SENDING HYMN 

*DISMISSAL 

POSTLUDE

* Please rise in body or spirit.

     
O pen our


eyes,


Lord;

 
we

  
want to see


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
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 
to- -

    
reach out and


touch


him,

 
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  
say that we


love


him.


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
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
Lord,

 
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  
help us to


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
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
- -

    
O pen our


eyes,


Lord,

 
we

  
want to see


Je


sus.

  
- -

Open Our Eyes, Lord Robert Cull, b. 1949
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5:00 P.M. WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS: 
Pr. David Severtson, preaching & presiding minister 
Sandy Bohach, reader & communion assistant 
Rodney & Sandy Bohach, worship welcome team 
Mike Ellingsen, piano 

8:15 A.M. WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS: 
Pr. David Severtson, preaching & presiding minister 
Larry Monson, assisting minister  
Seth Semmler, reader & communion assistant 
JoAn Nelson, communion assistant 
First Lutheran Adult Choir 
Mark Potvin 
Alex Meszler, organ 
Jacob Nimrod, stream team 
Clarence Nimrod, stream team 
Kara Franke, nursery 
Larry & Diane Grimstad, worship welcome team 
Jeanette Lietz, worship welcome team 
Lane Schwarz, worship welcome team 

The flowers on the altar are given by Neal & Nancy Solomonson, from their garden. 


